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News from Pastor Luke
Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season

We are about to enter one of the most important seasons of the Church calendar.  Next Wednesday, February 18th, is Ash Wednesday. This day is the start to the Lenten season.  It is a service to remind ourselves of our own mortality and sin.  Traditionally it is the start of time when Christians would either give up a habit or try to add a new one over the 40 days of Lenten before Easter comes. The Lenten season is one of preparation looking forward to Easter.  This year we are having a light meal of soup and sandwiches at 6 p.m. with our Ash Wednesday service to follow.   Join us for this opportunity to prepare for the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

BECOME A LEADERSHIP CHURCH!
Becoming a 5 for 5 Church


Being 5 for 5 is one sign of congregational vitality in UCC churches that fully support Our Church's Wider Mission. 5 for 5 churches give to Basic Support and all four Special Mission Offerings. The Special Missions Offering are: Neighbors in Need, the Christmas Fund, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Strengthen the Church.
Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Special Support provides funding for the work of  UCC Conferences, national, and global ministries in support of the life and work of the local church and its members.  OCWM changes lives by strengthening our ecumenical relationships and global partnerships, by imagining and embodying a better world through prophetic witness and work, and by providing resources and programs to nurture the vitality of our United Church of Christ congregations.  By giving to OCWM basic support and the four special mission offerings of the United Church of Christ, more than 1200 churches are 5 for 5!

One Great Hour of Sharing provides support for health, education, refugee, agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries by working with local, national, and global partners.  The offering is received most often during Lent, with March 15, 2015 as a suggested Dedication Day. It is administered in the national UCC setting by Wider Church Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources. It is most often received on Pentecost.
Neighbors In Need supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States, including the Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM), justice and advocacy, and direct service projects supported by Justice and Witness Ministries of the national UCC setting.  The suggested offering date is World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday of October.

The Christmas Fund provides pensions and health premium, supplementation to low-income retired church workers, emergency assistance to clergy families in need, and Christmas checks to hundreds of annuitants, as administered by the Pension Boards.  The offering is most often received the Sunday before Christmas.
Mark Your Calendars for Future Events
2015

February 1 
Congregational Meeting and Lunch
                                following the service
February 6
First Friday at 5:30
February 18
Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service 6:00 PM
February
Homebound Ministry Event
March 6
First Friday at 5:30
March 15        Collection for One Great Hour of Sharing
March 29
Palm Sunday

April 2

Maundy Thursday Service
April 3

First Friday at 5:30
April 5

Easter
April 18
Operation In As Much

May 1

First Friday at 5:30
May 

Spring Outdoor Service
May 24
Collection for Strengthen the Church
June 5

First Friday at 5:30
Mid June
Congregational Picnic

July 3

First Friday at 5:30

August

Collect material for school bags

September 4
First Friday at 5:30
September
Fall Outdoor Service 
September
Homebound Ministry Event

October 2
First Friday at 5:30
October 4
Collection for Neighbors In Need
October           Operation In As Much

November 1-15 - Poinsettia orders
November 6
First Friday at 5:30
November
Operation Christmas Child
November 8
Annual Meeting and lunch
                                following the service
November 22
Decorate for Advent
November 29
First Sunday in Advent


Nov./Dec.
Helping families at Christmas

December 4
First Friday at 5:30
December 6
Hanging of the Greens
December 13
Communion
December 20
Collection for Christmas Fund
December 24
Christmas Eve Service


Annual Reports for 2014 and Church Directory
are available for each church family and can be picked up in the church office if you have not received your copy.
Volunteers Needed
AVA Care of Harrisonburg (formerly Harrisonburg Pregnancy Center) has scheduled a training event for anyone interested in volunteering as a nurse (RN/LPN) or a client advocate.  AVA Care provides services to those facing unintended pregnancies. Nurses administer pregnancy tests and educate clients based on their pregnancy test result.  Client advocates provide crisis intervention, advocacy and options education.   The training is scheduled for Friday & Saturday, March 20 & 21, from 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM.  For more information, or to participate contact Nancy Martin at nancy@avacareforyou, or call 540.434.0685

Ushers for February – David and Rachel Frye
Ushers for March – Steve and Kathy Starick
Ushers for April - Jane Garber and Shelia Caldwell
Communion Preparation   -   Steve and Kathy Starick
        Reader Schedule                                 Coffee Hour Schedule
February 15

Zoe McCray







February 22               Loretta Frantz


                  David and Rachel Frye


March 1                     Adair McConnell    
March 8

DD Dawson



      TC and Barb Frye
March 15

Patty Harlan    
March 22                  Julie Liskey



       Brenda Sullivan
March 29                  Jane Garber        
April 5

Kay Acker   
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